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Everyone Active is the longest-established leisure operator in the UK and manages over 160 facilities across 

the country.  We are a business, but one with a proven track record of encouraging more people to 

improve their health and wellbeing by becoming more active. 

 

The proposal that has been submitted was done so after a lot of thought and thorough research.   It was 

devised during the leisure contract tender process and based on the findings of  detailed database reports 

which included many aspects such as demographics, customer profiling, current, latent and future demand 

analysis and a review of other local leisure providers. The findings of all of these support our proposed 

design and facility mix.  

 

The new building will incorporate a range of modern facilities which will engage with the wider local 

community in both sports and activity.  We have worked closely with East Hampshire District Council to 

ensure this scheme provides every requirement requested from us under the remit and the site provided. 

 

The intention of the proposed development at Alton is to create an environment that encourages people 

to improve their lifestyles.  The proposed centre will be far better placed to do this, and bring to the 

community a wealth of modernised, updated facilities that will make a major contribution to improving 

health and wellbeing in Alton and the surrounding areas. 

 

From research carried out during the tender process, almost half of East Hampshire’s population  do not 

regularly participate in any sport or activity.  The proposed new Alton Sports Centre will provide a gateway 

to decrease this number by providing a programme of activity that an alternative facility mix would not be 

able to offer.  The more diverse range of facilities offered will help to break down perceived barriers and 

will appeal to residents who do not currently use the present facility or feel that the current centre does 

not cater for their needs. It will also provide interesting new activities for current users to keep them 

engaged and using the facility for longer. 

 

I am sure that all would agree the site proposed in the granted outline planning permission has been 

utilised fully with due consideration for the close proximity of its neighbours who also share the site – most 

notably the lowered roof levels and materials used.  The building will look fantastic  and be much less 

imposing than the current facility with a 21st century look and feel that considers its rural surroundings. 

 

It is predicted that the proposed facility will show approximately an 80% uplift in attendances in its mature 

year compared to the current facility. Key activities to deliver this will be available creating a well-balanced, 
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accommodating facility accessible to all and will mirror East Hampshire District Council’s priority target 

groups including those with disabilities, inactive under 16’s and women and girls. 

 

Everyone Active is committed to work with the local community to engage them in sports and physical 

activity and offer pathways to elite level sports through partnerships with external clubs and 

associations.   The new Alton Sports Centre will be the perfect platform from which to do this.  

 

If planning permission is granted, Alton, the surrounding villages and the whole of East Hampshire will be 

extremely proud of the high-quality new centre especially in relation to many other councils across the 

country that are not in such a fortunate position.  Many have - or are considering - closing leisure 

provision. 

 

Finally I would like to thank the planning officer for compiling a well-thought-out and balanced report and 

thank you for your time and allowing me to speak today. 

 


